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Hearing loss refers to a diminished ability to hear sounds like other people do, while deafness refers to the inability to understand speech through hearing even when sound is amplified. Profound deafness means the person cannot hear anything at all; they are unable to detect sound, even at the highest volume possible.�
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Things you can do:





-Talk to your child’s doctor





-Get your child a hearing test





-Don’t delay getting help





Things Family can do:





-Discuss hearing loss as a family





-Give encouragement and support





-Emphasize that it’s a family affair








Additional Tips:





-Use effective communication strategies





-Choose settings that are “hearing friendly” 





-Protect your family’s hearing in noisy environments




















TIPS





A RESOURCE GUIDE FOR FAMILIES
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Hearing Loss in               Children
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Educational Information


Children that are hard of hearing/deaf may attend schools for the Deaf or are mainstreamed in a school among hearing peers. 


Schools for the Deaf follow a special communication philosophy:


Total communication: Uses ASL and speech.


Bilingual/Bicultural: Classes are 


taught in ASL and English is 


taught as a second language.





Oral: Focuses on speech only





Deaf students who are mainstreamed 


can receive services such as a sign 


language interpreter, a resource 


room, or an FM system.





Important Resource Links


Newborn Hearing Screening Program


� HYPERLINK "http://nmhealth.org/nbhs/" �http://nmhealth.org/nbhs/�


New Mexico School for the Deaf � HYPERLINK "http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/" �http://www.nmsd.k12.nm.us/�


Telecommunications Relay Service � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdhh.state.nm.us/TRS.aspx" �http://www.cdhh.state.nm.us/TRS.aspx�


CDC Resource for Hearing Loss � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/parentsguide/resources/" �http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/hearingloss/parentsguide/resources/�


ASHA Hearing Loss Resources � HYPERLINK "http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/hearing_orgs.htm" �http://www.asha.org/public/hearing/hearing_orgs.htm�





�











Types of hearing loss:





-Sensorineural Hearing Loss: Comes from a problem in the middle ear and can occur before or during birth or by genetic causes.


-Conductive Hearing Loss: A problem in the outer or middle ear that keeps sound from reaching the inner ear. 


- Mixed Hearing Loss: A sensorineural hearing loss mixed with problems with the middle ear such as fluid in the middle ear.
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Support Link Resources:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.deafkidscanhear.blogspot.com/" �http://www.deafkidscanhear.blogspot.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://mommyspeechtherapy.com/" �http://mommyspeechtherapy.com/�


� HYPERLINK "http://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/hearing-aids-on" �http://successforkidswithhearingloss.com/hearing-aids-on�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.silentblessings.org/" �http://www.silentblessings.org/�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.deafchildren.org/" �http://www.deafchildren.org/�

















